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charge of any such estate, to file with the attorney general the statement re- 
qiiiretl by the second section of this act. 

Sec. 5. The sworn statement of the superintendent, steward, or other person, 
in whose custody are kept the records of any hospital, home, asylum, or other 
institution wherein persons are maintained in whole or in part at the expense 
of the Commonwealth, shall be received as prima facie evidence, in any court 
of this Conuiionwealtli, of the amount expended by the Commonwealth for the 
support or maintenance of any such person, in any proceeding brought to re- 
cover the amount of such maintenance. 

Sec. 6. AH claims by the Conunonwealth for maintenance, as herein pro- 
vided, in the distribution of any of the estate of any person so maintained, shall 
take precedence and be paid after other claims which by law are now given 
jireeedenco, and before any claims of general creditors. 

Sec. 7. Where there is a claim against the estate of any person maintained 
In any home, Iiospital, asylum, or other institution, both on belialf of tlie Com- 
monwealtli and on behalf of any county or poor district, and there is not suf- 
ficient in tlie estate to pay tlie claim in full, the same shall be jiaid pro rata to 
tlie State and tlie county, in the proiwrtion of the amount of maintenance 
legally recoverable by eacli. 

Sec S. Tliis act of assembly is intended to apply to tlie collection of claims 
for maintenance due to the Commonwealth at the time of its passage as well as 
those to become due hereafter. 

Foodstuffs— Protection of. (Reg. Dept. of H., Jan. 14, 1915.) 

Xo firm, person, or corporation shall expose for sale on any sidewalk or pave- 
ment or otlier exposed place any fruit, vegetables, or other articles of food 
which are eaten uncooked, unless such fruit, vegetables, or other articles of 
food are tlioroughly screened and protected from flies and unless tliey are on 
elevated stands at least 24 inches above tlie level of the sidewalk or pavement. 

Births and Deaths — Registration of. (Act June 7, 1915.) 

Skction 1. That it shall be tlie duty of the State department of health to 
have charge of the State system of registration of births, deaths, marriages, 
and disease; to prepare the necessary metliods, forms, and blanks for obtaining 
and preserving sucli records and to insure the faithful registration of tlie same 
in the townships, boroughs, cities, counties, and in the central bureau of vital 
.statistics at the capitol of the State. The said department shall be charged witli 
the uniform and tiiorough enforcement of the law throughout the State, and 
shall, from time to time, recommend any additional forms and amendments that 
may be necessary for this purpose. 

Sec. 2. That the commissioner of health, of the State department of health, 
shall Iiave general supervision over tlie central bureau of vital statistics, which 
is hereby autliorized to be established by said department, and which shall be 
under the immediate direction of the State registrar of vital statistics, whom 
the said commissioner of health shall appoint, and who shall be a medical prac- 
titioner of not less than 10 years' i^ractice in his profession, and a competent 
vital statistician. Tlie term of appointment of the State registrar of vital sta- 
tistics shall be 4 years, beginning with the 1st day of January, 1913, and any 
vacancy occurring in the office of the State registrar of vital statistics shall be 
filled by appointment of the said commissioner of health. Tlie State registrar 
of vital statistics sliall receive a salary of .^4,000 per annum. The State depart- 
ment of health shall provide for such clerical and other assistance as may be 



